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ESPONSE  ASTOUNDING 


An  astounding  (that's  what  the  experts 
said)  50%  plus  response  to  the  initial 
questionnaire  launched  Project  Find-Out 
on  its  way.  Conceived  as  a  way  of  doing 
what  its  name  suggests — finding  out, 
this  project  will  provide  Columbia  with 
facts  upon  which  to  build  a  program  of 
vocational  enrichment  for  ministers. 

"We  asked  you  what  you  wanted  to 
study  and  you  told  us  pastoral  care  and 
counseling,  the  Bible,  and  preaching," 
Dean  Jack  B.  McMichael  told  the  Alum- 
ni as  he  reported  on  Project  Find-Out  at 
their  annual  luncheon  on  the  CTS 
campus.  Questionnaire  response  indi- 
cated top  concern  in  areas  that  deal 
directly  with  the  functions  of  ministry, 
the  pastor's  job. 

The  questionnaire  was  step  one.  It  has 
provided  the  information  for  planning 
for  programs  to  be  offered  during  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1974.  Announce- 
ments of  these  plans  is  anticipated  by 
March  1st. 

A  second  step  in  the  Project  will  in- 
volve group  discussion  of  projected  plans 
in  sessions  sponsored  by  the  Columbia 
Alumni  Association  when  the  Synods  of 
Florida,  Mid-South  and  Southeast  meet 
later  this  spring. 

June  1st  is  the  target  date  for  the  an- 
nouncement of  programs  of  continuing 


education  for  1975.  Comments  and  sug- 
gestions from  pastors  are  welcomed  and 
will  be  helpful  in  the  planning  process. 
Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Jack  B. 
McMichael.  Dean  of  Ministry  Develop- 
ment, Columbia  Seminary,  Decatur. 
Georgia  30031. 


Workman  makes  final  adjustments  on  a  dishwasher 
in  the  kitchen  of  the  newly  remodeled  apartments. 


A 


PARTMENTS  READY 


In  mid-February  after  all  those  annoying 
delays  associated  with  construction  and 
renovation,  students  moved  into  Colum- 
bia's remodeled  student  housing.  It  all 
began  last  summer  in  the  dust  and  din 
of  demolition  as  walls  were  moved  and 
old  kitchens  and  heating  systems  thrown 
out   after  decades  of  use. 

Size  and  comfort  are  the  marks  of  the 
six  new  apartments.  Four  bedrooms,  un- 
heard of  in  earlier  years,  are  now  avail- 
able for  seminary  families.  Carpeting 
and  special  wall  treatments  have  rele- 
gated the  stories  of  over-heard  conserva- 
tions to  Alumni  reunions. 

Storage  rooms,  laundry  rooms,  en- 
closed patios,  and  air  conditioning  are 
what  it's  like  "back  home"  at  the  Semi- 
nary these  days.  It's  a  far  cry  from  the 
army  barracks  that  were  Columbia's  first 
married  student  housing. 

Gifts  from  Presbyterians  in  Missis- 
sippi in  Columbia's  current  campaign 
there  made  possible  this  first  step  in 
providing  more  adequate  housing  for  the 
families  of  Columbia  students.  Addi- 
tional plans  are  on  the  drawing  boards 
and  in  the  goals  of  the  Seminary's  Devel- 
opment Program. 


Columbia   Friendship  Circle's 

COME  AND  SEE  COLUMBIA  DAY  -  APRIL  18,  1974 


you  ore  welcome 
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COME  TOGETHER 
ROCK  EAGLE 
APRIL  26-28 


*jor  details  on  the  conference  see  your  minister,  youth  leader  or  write 
Dan  Hamby,  Box  106,  Columbia  Seminary,  Decatur,  Ga.    30030 


Inform 


A 


CENTURY  OF  SERVICE 


As  Claude  Clopton  spooned  up  some 
soft-scrambled  eggs  he  spilled  the  tech- 
nique of  his  cheerful  ministry  at  Col- 
umbia. 

"Some  people  don't  talk."  he  grinned. 
"I  make  them  talk." 

Everybody  talks  to  Claude — President 
Benton  Cline  down  to  the  famished 
seminarian. 


preachers  are  made. 

"Most  of  the  boys  and  girls  proved 
what  they  professed  to  be."  Mack  de- 
clared. "A  leader's  got  to  let  his  light 
shine." 

Like  the  others.  Mack  has  a  synod  of 
friends.  He  did,  however,  cringe  a  bit 
at  the  absence  of  some  faculty  members 
who  have  retired,  naming  Drs.  Green, 
Cartledge  and  Gutzke. 

Robert  Lee  Adams  came  to  Columbia 
26  years  ago  as  a  cook.  He,  too,  has  a 
sackful  of  memories.  Asked  how  long  he 
had  been  around,  Robert  Lee  turned, 
"How  long  I  been  here  Claude?  Long 
time,  long  time.  Good  people,  good  peo- 


ple. Treat  you  nice." 

Jesse  Graham  service  rounds  it  out 
at  100  years.  He's  with  the  maintenance 
department  that  has  kept  the  seminary 
campus  one  of  the  most  serene  spots  in 
the  bristling  Atlanta  area. 

For  a  legion  of  people  who  have 
passed  through  Columbia,  Claude,  Mack, 
Robert  Lee  and  Jesse  are  fixtures,  like 
Campbell  Hail  and  the  soaring  water 
oaks  and  hickorys,  permanent  in  their 
loyalty  to  the  school  and  the  church. 

And  from  the  reaction  by  students, 
these  people  add  immeasurably  to  the 
seminary  experience. 


Graham 

Claude's  been  at  it  33  years  behind  a 
white  apron,  capped  off  with  one  of 
those  starchy  hats,  a  broad,  toothy  smile 
between  them.  His  uniform  is  really  a 
sort  of  ecclesiastical  vestment  for  while 
Claude  is  shoveling  up  the  food  to  fill 
the  students,  he's  also  showing  him  a 
thing  or  two  about  how  to  live  joyfully. 

The  chief  cook,  Claude  can  spot  a 
sour  attitude  all  the  way  to  the  back 
table  of  the  dining  hall.  "Costs  nothing 
to  say  a  few  kind  words,"  he  chuckled, 
"besides  it  does  me  as  much  good  as 
them." 

Claude,  McKinley  (Mack)  Williams, 
Robert  Lee  Adams  and  Jesse  Graham 
have  piled  up  a  century  of  service  to 
Columbia  and  the  Church.  They've  seen 
"em  come  and  go,  faculty  and  students, 
and  they  are  likely  to  remember  first 
names. 

Like  last  summer  a  long  departed 
grad  trouping  through  the  service  line 
was  startled  when  Claude  greeted  him: 
"Glad  to  see  you,  Rog." 

Mack  Williams  signed  on  as  janitor  in 
1942.  At  69  and  semi-retired  he's  the 
senior  person  on  campus.  While  Mack 
may  be  pushing  his  broom  down  a  corri- 
dor he  is  likely  to  be  sizing  up  the  corps 
of   exegetes   for   the   stuff   from    which 


Clopton 


Adams 


Williams 
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ROM  THE  PRESIDENT 


How  do  you  measure  success  in  the  life 
of  the  Christian  church?  That  is  a  ques- 
tion I've  pondered  for  many  years.  It  is 
a  question  I  hear  pastors  and  church 
members  asking,  and  they  are  troubled 
about  it.  This  is  the  time  when  across 
the  church  we  count  up  the  measurable 
statistics  of  1973  and  make  our  com- 
parisons of  church  to  church,  prebytery 
to  presbytery,  1973  to  1972  and  the 
years  before  that.  What  those  statistics 
and  comparisons  tell  us  largely  shapes 
judgments  of  success  or  failure. 

When  we  allow  judgments  to  be  made 
on  the  basis  of  the  numbers,  where  high- 
er is  better,  we  are  taking  our  standards 
of  success  from  the  world.  Every  busi- 
ness is  measured  by  "the  bottom  line," 
the  dollars  of  profit.  Every  sports  event 
is  judged  by  the  size  of  the  score.  Rela- 
tive rank,  percentage  gain,  per  capita 
income  are  worldly  ways  of  measuring. 

To  apply  these  to  the  church  may  be 
necessary  and  at  the  same  time  mislead- 


ing. These  standards  do  measure  reali- 
tives  conveniently.  The  realities  they  get 
at  the  size  of  membership,  increase  or  de- 
cline, and  numbers  of  baptisms  and  pro- 
fessions of  faith,  which  are  the  outward 
and  measurable  marks  of  evangelism 
and  nurture.  Or  the  number  of  pro- 
grams and  the  persons  served,  cared  for, 
educated,  which  are  the  quantifiable  di- 
mensions of  service.  Or  the  dollars  re- 
ceived and  spent  in  various  ways,  which 
are  the  index  of  stewardship. 

But  if  the  numbers  are  all  we  go  by, 
we  may  be  misled.  For  how  do  you 
count  the  quality  of  love?  How  do  you 
quatify  newness  of  life?  Size,  rate,  per- 
centages do  not  really  measure  salvation 
and  growth  in  grace  and  grateful  obedi- 
ence. Jesus  addressed  great  crowds,  but 
the  gospels  record  the  life-changing  en- 
counters with  a  few  individuals.  His 
seminary  had  only  12  students  and  one 
"flunked  out."  His  triumphal  entry  with 
great  crowds  was  followed  within  the 
week  by  his  lonely  death  on  the  Cross. 

The  outcome  of  Jesus'  life  and  minis- 
try, death  and  resurrection  is  the  Church 
that  bears  his  name.   And   that   church 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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11  LNDREDS  EXPECTED 
AT  ROCK  EAGLE 

What  are  you  doing  the  week-end  of 
April  26-28?  Hundreds  of  high  school 
and  college  students  from  throughout  the 
South  and  a  host  of  adults  who  serve 
as  advisors  and  leaders  of  youth  pro- 
grams will  be  heading  for  the  Rock 
Eagle  Conference  Center  at  Eatonton, 
Georgia. 

They  will  be  attending  the  22nd  an- 
nual Rock  Eagle  Missions  Conference. 
The  conference  is  planned  and  spon- 
sored by  the  student  Society  of  Mission- 
ary Inquiry  at  Columbia. 

Herb  Barks,  Jr.,  Headmaster  of  Bay- 
lor  School,   Chattanooga,   will   be    the 


main  speaker.  "Friends,"  a  Christian 
rock  group  from  Florence,  South  Caro- 
lina, will  provide  entertainment  and 
music.  Dr.  George  Thompson  Brown, 
head  of  the  Division  of  International 
Mission,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  US 
will  speak  on  Saturday  morning.  Faculty 
members  from  Columbia  and  other  Pres- 
byterian pastors  and  leaders  will  lead 
seminars. 

A  special  event  this  year  will  be  the 
appearance  in  concert  on  Saturday  night 
of  Noel  Paul  Stookey,  formerly  of  Peter. 
Paul  and  Mary. 

Herb  Banks,  a  Columbia  graduate, 
had  pastorates  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana, 
Glendale,  California,  and  Lynchburg. 
Virginia,  before  returning  to  his  home 
in  Chattanooga  to  assume  the  post  of 
Headmaster  at  Baylor  School.  Mr.  Barks 
has  expressed  his  unique  gift  for  fresh 
and  creative  expression  of  the  gospel  in 


Seminars  and  Leaders  —  Rock  Eagle  Missions  Conference 


My  Church  and  Missions 

What  can  I  do  in  Missions? 

The  Second  Coming  and  Missions 

Women  in  the  Church:  A  Bible  Study 

The  Holy  Spirit  and  Missions 

Jews  for  Jesus 

Personal  Evangelism  and  Missions 

World  Religions 
Sex  and  the  Christian  Youth 
What's  going  on  in  the  PCUS? 
Black  -  White  Reations 

ADULT  SEMINARS 

Resources  for  Youth  Work 

Contemporary  Worship 


Laura  Logan  and/or 
Jim  Magruder,  Staff,  G.E.B. 
Miriam  Dunson,  Staff,  G.E.B. 
Ronald  Wallace,  CTS  Professor 
Catherine  Gonzalez,  CTS  Professor 
Robert  McMullen,  Atlanta  Pastor 
Ludwig  Dewitz,  CTS  Professor 
Cobby  Ware,  Staff 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
Shirley  Guthrie,  CTS  Professor 
Theron  Nease,  CTS  Professor 
Jack  McMichaael,  CTS  Professor 
Ed  Loring,  CTS  Professor 


Leonard  Boswell,  Staff 

Atlanta  Presbytery 

Scott  Woodmansee,  Marietta  Pastor 


writing  and  in  media  presentations.  At 
Rock  Eagle  he  will  be  both  the  main 
platform  speaker  and  the  worship  leader. 
This  combining  of  leadership  roles,  a 
first  for  Rock  Eagle,  was  planned  by  the 
students  to  bring  greater  continuity  to 
the    program. 

Seminars  for  adults  who  work  with 
youth  are  planned  this  year  along  with 
a  wide  variety  of  seminars  for  the  young 
people  (see  box).  Missionaries,  mission- 
ary children,  and  Christian  international 
students  will  be  in  the  cabins  this  year 
as  co-counselors  with  Columbia  stu- 
dents. 

Reflecting  on  this  year's  program, 
Luke  Harkey,  SMI  President,  said  that 
"in  a  sense,  we  are  all  missionaries. 
Hopefully,  Rock  Eagle  will  increase  stu- 
dents' awareness  of  the  excitement,  the 
joys  and  sorrows  of  being  a  missionary. 
We  hope  to  'plant  the  seeds'  through 
personal  contact  with  real  people  in- 
volved in  missionary  activity.'" 

Total  cost  is  $23.00.  Registration 
forms  and  additional  information  are 
available  from  Dan  Hamby,  Box  106, 
Columbia  Seminary,  Decatur,  Georgia 
30031. 

FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 

is  successful  to  the  extent  that  its  life 
as  the  body  of  Christ  and  the  life  of  its 
members  as  members  of  the  body  of 
Christ  is  marked  by  having  the  mind  of 
Christ.  How  do  you  measure  that?  Not 
by  statistical  tables,  but  by  biographies 
— stories  of  individuals  and  communi- 
ties of  whom  Christ  is  Lord  and  in  whom 
his  Spirit  is  at  work  to  give  life. 

C.  Benton  Kline,  Jr. 
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